
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Shadow puppetry 

Ombres chinoises and hand shadow play 
In shadow play and shadow puppetry a screen or a wall is used on which 

the shadow of the puppeteer, his hands or a puppet appears. In the 
meantime figures, objects or body parts are illuminated, such as 

the hands, the head or even the entire body. 
 

European shadow puppetry is usually referred to with the French 
term ombres chinoises, and is a type of toy theatre in which a 
silhouette or shadows of figures move behind a screen upon 
which light is cast. The figures are held typically by wire or 

thread so as to avoid the inadvertent appearance of the 
manipulator's arms. 

 

Typically with ombres chinoises, the shadow player - children, young 
adults and grown-ups - who might have provided a hand, would be 

supplemented with plays and figurine pieces that would be 
purchased separately or perhaps made from scratch by 
the user. Also, the figures would generally come on a 
thin paper sheet, requiring the shadow puser to cut 
out the figures and then mount them onto a stiffer 

board or card, a task requiring more skill than a 
young child could probably manage on his own.  

https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/pdf/chineseschimmen.pdf
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Pictures: collection Poppenspe(e)lmuseum/Dutch Puppetry Museum. 

See also 'schim': https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/ArtefactList. 
Concept QR-DIY-project no. 23: Otto van der Mieden. 

 

 
 

Poppenspe(e)lmuseum   [ANBI]   Musée de Marionnettes et de Guignol 
Puppentheatermuseum   Puppetry Museum 

Kerkweg 38   8193 KL   Vorchten   NL   T: +31(0)578 - 631329/560239   M: +31 (0)648770504  
info@poppenspelmuseum.nl   https://poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/video/.shadowplay 

https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/  

https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/pdf/chineseschimmen.pdf
https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/ArtefactList
mailto:info@poppenspelmuseum.nl
https://poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/video/.shadowplay
https://www.dutchpuppetrymuseumcollection.com/

