
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayang and gamelan 
Mask, shadow puppet and rod puppet theatre from Indonesia 

The concept of 'wayang' comprises various forms of puppetry and dance. 
Wayang kulit is shadow and rod puppet theatre. The figures used in 

wayang play are made of leather and sometimes of paper or 
braided rice straw. Some wayang figures are made of 
wood, such as the three-dimensional wayang golek 

and the flat wayang klitik. 
 

Wayang wong theatre ('wong' means 'human') involves 'real' actors. 
Wayang topeng is a dance performance in which wooden masks 

are used. The dalang (puppeteer) moves all the figures, 
speaks their texts, sings, and directs the gamelan 

orchestra that sits behind him. 
 

During the rod puppet and shadow performance, the dalang is seated 
cross-legged in front of or behind a white screen. With a small 

wooden mallet - that is held between his toes - he strikes 
a wooden chest to set the tempo of the music played 

by the gamelan orchestra.  
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Pictures: Haye Bijlstra, Mella Jaarsma, Hetty Paërl, Baukje Scheppink, Ad Swier, Elsje Zwart a.o. 

See also: https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/ArtefactList – Wayang, 
and https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/WayangList. 

Concept QR-/DIY-project no. 15: Otto van der Mieden. 
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