
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Rod puppet theatre 

Sicily, Brussels, Liège, Antwerp, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia 
The Italian island of Sicily has a rich tradition in puppet theatre. There 

they perform with rod puppets: the pupi. These are heavy, stiff 
'marionettes' that are moved from the top. 

 

The rod from which the puppet hangs, runs through its head and is 
attached to its wooden body with a hook. In this way its head can 

turn. A stick is attached to the right hand so the arm can be 
manipulated. The left arm is moved with a string. 

 

The rustic Tchantchès is a comical character in the traditional rod puppet 
theatre from the Belgian city of Liège. Rod puppets from Liège are 

operated with head rods. To allow them to walk, one leg is 
slightly longer than the other. By leaning on one leg and 
then moving the head rod, the other leg automatically 

swings forwards. 
 

Poesjenellen is the name of the rod puppets from the Belgian city of 
Antwerp. They are sturdy, heavy puppets that hang from a rod 
hich is either hooked to their heads, or runs straight through 

the head, and is hooked to their torsos. The top end of the 
rod is bent to create a handle for the puppeteer. 

https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/techniek/speel9.html
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With thanks to … 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictures: Hetty Paërl, Ad Swier, Elsje Zwart a.o. Concept QR-/DIY-project no. 11: Otto van der Mieden. 
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