
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Guignol and Gnafron 

Folk puppetry from Lyon 
Guignol is the main character in French folk puppet theatre. He was 

created in Lyon around 1800. Guignol wears a brown tailcoat with 
gold-coloured spherical buttons on top of his waistcoat and 

he has a bow tie under his chin. On his head 
is a bonnet - a brimless cap - and his  

hair is plaited into a long braid. 
 

Gnafron, a poor cobbler with fiery red cheeks, is Guignol's best friend. 
He loves his wine. 'Gnaf' means 'cobbler'. When Gnafron has no work 
- and therefore no food - he decides to make soup out of his leather 

pinafore - a type of apron. He jokingly says: 'Cut up into pieces, 

fried in the frying pan with a bit of butter, onions and vinegar, 
it is really delicious!' 

https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/pdf/Pastiche23.pdf
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With thanks to … 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictures: Hetty Paërl, Ad Swier, Birgit Tomesen, Elsje Zwart a.o. See also: 

https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/ArtefactList - Guignol. 
Concept QR-/DIY-project no. 10: Otto van der Mieden. 

 

 
 

Poppenspe(e)lmuseum   [ANBI]   Musée de Marionnettes et de Guignol 
Puppentheatermuseum   Puppetry Museum 

Kerkweg 38   8193 KL   Vorchten   NL   T: +31(0)578 - 631329/560239   M: +31 (0)648770504  
info@poppenspelmuseum.nl   https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/pdf/GuignolEN.pdf 
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