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International folk puppetry figures 

Jan Klaassen, Katrijn, Mr Punch, Kasperl and Vitéz Lászlo 
The Dutch Jan Klaassen and Katrijn puppetry characters have relatives 

everywhere, from far beyond the Bosporus to the Pacific Ocean. 

Jan Klaassen originated during the second half of the 17th 
century and is a typical lad from Amsterdam. 

 

His English cousin, Mr Punch, is a loud-mouthed clown with two humps. 
One hump is pointing up, making him look like a hunchback, and the 
other is pointing down, like a huge pot belly. A large hooked nose, 
which almost touches his protruding chin, is characteristic of this 

blushing puppet-character's head. 
 

The comical figure in Hungarian folk puppet theatre is called Vitéz László. 
His costume, pointed cap and nose are red. The Italian Pulcinella is  

the forefather of many European clown puppets. He originates 
from the Naples area.  
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Met dank aan … 
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