Just pull my strings
Jumping Jack puppets
Performing with Jumping Jack puppets was particularly popular during
the 19th century. The puppets were sometimes made of wood or
fabric, but the paper versions are better known. The flat
Jumping Jack has hinged limbs that move when you
pull a string.

The figures are made of loose parts: a head, arms, upper and lower legs,
and a torso. These figure parts could be cut out and coloured, if so
desired. They often resemble figures from the commedia dell’arte.

This is a form of folk and improvisational theatre that originated
in Italy during the 16th century and became popular over large
parts of Europe. Regular characters usually took the stage,
such as the charming Colombina and the clowns
Arlecchino, Pulcinella and Scapino.

In Dutch the Jumping Jack is called 'Trekpop', in German 'Hampelmann’,
and its French name is 'pantin’.


https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/pdf/Pamflet54.pdf
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With thanks to ...

Vrienden van het Poppenspe(e)imuseum
Friends of the Dutch Puppetry Museum

Pictures: Paul Kusters, Hetty Paérl, Ad Swier a.o. See also: https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/ArtefactList
- Trekpop. Concept QR-/DIY-project no. 8: Otto van der Mieden.
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Poppenspe(e)imuseum [ANBI] Musée de Marionnettes et de Guignol
Puppentheatermuseum Puppetry Museum
Kerkweg 38 8193 KL Vorchten NL T: +31(0)578 - 631329/560239 M: +31 (0)648770504
info@poppenspelmuseum.nl https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/pdf/JumpingJlacksEN.pdf
https://www.poppenspelmuseumbibliotheek.nl/
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